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Retrospective and Prospective 



By THE PUBLISHER 



THE Fine Arts Journal begins the new 
year with a visible increase in size, 
which is significant of its general 
growth during the past year and the expansion 
of the horizon of its future. The continued 
growth and improvement of this publication 
is a tribute to the culture and taste of the peo- 
ple of the Middle West among whom it finds 
the greatest number of its friends. The pub- 
lisher has always had faith in the West and its 
artistic development. Believing that the geo- 
graphical center of the country is its logical 
center of culture and commerce the Fine Arts 
Journal was transplanted to Chicago from 
the East seventeen years ago and its career 
has borne out the soundness of the reasoning 
back of this conviction. 

From the very beginning the Fine Arts 
Journal has always worked For the Advance- 
ment of Art in America and championed the 
cause of the American artist. The fact that 
it has suffered no decline editorially, in cir- 
culation or advertising patronage by reason of 
the war proves that its interests are national, 
that its readers are among those who are in- 
terested in and supporting native ability and 
that its cause is wisely as well as worthily 
chosen. 

Believing that civic improvement is one of 
the larger phases of art, the Fine Arts Jour- 
nal has always given its enthusiastic encour- 
agement and loyal support to all plans for 
municipal betterment, especially to the Plan 
of Chicago which it regards as a matter of 
general interest, presenting, as it does, a model 
which offers invaluable suggestions to cities 
everywhere. In the future, as in the past, 
special articles upon this subject will appear 
at intervals, presenting beautiful views of 
world-famous cities and interesting statistics 
carefully collected and compiled through years 



of research by the Chicago Plan Commission. 

The work of this organization has been 
made effective through a large devotion to 
high ideals of public service on the part of its 
Chairman, Mr. Charles Wacker, and a genius 
on the part of its Director, Mr. Walter D. 
Moody, for scientifically systematizing and 
promoting an educational campaign among the 
people. It is well for the future of Chicago 
that we have such men at the head of such 
an organization, also a magazine like the Fine 
Arts Journal fitted to co-operate in the work 
of thus preaching the gospel of civic beauty. 

The Fine Arts Journal takes this oppor- 
tunity of extending its sincere thanks to the 
prominent and public spirited citizens who have 
so generously contributed to help along this 
great object by the distribution of articles upon 
the past, present and future of the plan. The 
seventh edition of our Chicago Plan Reprint 
will be brought out during January which is 
indicative of the popularity of the project and 
the public spirit of representative Chicago 
business men. 

During the coming year the Fine Arts 
Journal will continue to give particular at- 
tention to all important exhibitions at the Art 
Institute, not only because this is a Chicago 
institution, but because it leads all others of 
its kind for exhibitions of American art. Here 
are to be seen the largest and best selected 
collections o f paintings and sculpture b y 
Western and American artists and here these 
exhibitions take first rank as leading events. 

The best exhibitions at Chicago and New 
York private galleries will also be given ade- 
quate representation as they well deserve, for 
it is here that the works of new men are 
brought forward and it is to the dealer that art 
must look for its first encouragement and sub- 
stantial reward. 



